
H a r m f u l B e n e f i c i a l

1 t o x i c  /  r a d i o a c t i v e i n e r t  /  b i o d e g r a d a b l e  /  e d i b l e

2 d i s p o s a b l e m a i n t a i n a b l e

3 m a n d a t o r y o p t i o n a l

4 l i m i t e d  u s e f u l  l i f e u n l i m i t e d  u s e f u l  l i f e

5 f o s t e r s  d e p e n d e n c e f o s t e r s  a u t o n o m y

6 s t a n d a r d i s e d c u s t o m

7 e x p e n s i v e f r e e

8 o b s o l e s c e n t p e r p e t u a l

9 s i n g l e - p u r p o s e m u l t i - p u r p o s e

10 d e p l e t e s  r e s o u r c e s c o n s e r v e s  r e s o u r c e s

11 a r t i f i c i a l n a t u r a l

12 s y n t h e t i c o r g a n i c

13 i n d u s t r i a l a r t i s a n a l

14 l i m i t s  o p t i o n s o p e n s  u p  p o s s i b i l i t i e s

15 t r a n s n a t i o n a l l o c a l

16 r e q u i r e s  s p e c i a l i s t s r e q u i r e s  g e n e r a l i s t s

17 c l a s s i f i a b l e u n c l a s s i f i a b l e

18 t r a n s p a r e n t a m b i g u o u s  /  o p a q u e

19 i n d i v i d u a l  u s e c o m m u n i t y  u s e

20 n e w ( r e ) u s e d

21 c o n s u m e r  g r a d e c o m m e r c i a l  /  m i l i t a r y  g r a d e

22 r e t a i l w h o l e s a l e

23 p a c k a g e d  g o o d s b u l k  g o o d s

24 r a r e l y  u s e d f r e q u e n t l y  u s e d

25 n e t w o r k e d s t a n d a l o n e  /  p e e r - t o - p e e r

26 e x t e r n a l l y  p o w e r e d u n p o w e r e d  /  s e l f - p o w e r e d

27 a u t o m a t i c m a n u a l

28 b r a n d e d g e n e r i c

29 p r o p r i e t a r y o p e n - s o u r c e

30 l i c e n c e d  / r e g i s t e r e d a n o n y m o u s

31 r e q u i r e s  e n e r g y r e q u i r e s  s k i l l

32 i n d i v i d u a l  e f f o r t t e a m  e f f o r t



3. This may seem backwards, but it isn't.  In many situations transparency invites exploitation by 
outsiders, while ambiguity and opaqueness requires local knowledge and subjective judgement. 

Dmitry Orlov (2017), Shrinking the Technosphere - Getting a Grip on the Technologies That Limit 
Our Autonomy, Self-sufficiency and Freedom, New Society Publishers, p. 100.


